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supreme, and amenable to Irish opinion. The English
Government thought, and thought rightly, in 1792 and
1793, that to withhold all concessions from the Catholics
was enormously to strengthen an agitation which they had
good reason, with the memory of 1782-1783, to regard with
alarm. They modified their original plans in deference to
the prejudices of the Irish Government, but during 1792
and 1793 they carried measures of relief which nothing
short of genuine fear would have extorted.
In 1792 a Relief Bill was carried with the support
of the Government. It enabled Catholics to be solicitors,
and to practise at the Bar, although they could not become
King's Counsel, or Judges; It removed restrictions on the
number of apprentices permitted to Catholic trade, and
repealed the laws forbidding barristers to marry Catholics,
and solicitors to educate their children as Catholics. The
concessions were a small instalment compared with the
lavish scale on which relief was given the following year.
In 1793 the Government gave Catholics the Parliamentary
vote, allowed them to keep arms on certain conditions, and
to hold all civil and military offices from which they were
not specifically excluded. The same Bill described the
privileges which were still withheld. Catholics could not
sit In Parliament, or be Privy Councillors, King's Counsel,
Sheriffs, or Generals of the Staff, and they were excluded
from almost all Government and judicial positions. Three
things must be noticed In regard to this measure. Although
Pitt's Irish Ministers had represented to him that Protestant
Ireland would never agree to emancipation, only one vote
was given against the second reading of the Bill, and its
clauses were carried by overwhelming majorities. The
second is that the Government resisted and rejected an
amendment to admit Catholics to Parliament. The third
is that the instantaneous effect of the concession was the
dissolution of the Catholic Convention.
There is nothing In the concessions to the Catholics in
1792 and 1793 which Interrupts this general explanation of